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here is in a state of deep "barbarism. From the most remote time the people have never heard of the true doctrine. We had only to do with the charms of mountain goblins and other bad spirits, but ever since the master founded a monastery here, there has been a service established. On the first and the fifteenth of every month the people have assembled and have taken a vow not to kill living creatures. Certainly that was an effect of the true doctrine (Tao); what else could have produced this change? At first the Taoists here had much to complain of the malice of bad men, and were not left quiet. There was the physician Lo sheng, who always tried to annoy the Taoists and to injure them. But once passing by the Taoist temple, he was thrown from his horse and broke his leg. Then he was moved to repentance, owned that he was punished for his sins, and begged pardon."
A~li-sien and the others said to the master: "The southern route2G5 has much sand and is very stony; little grass and water are found there. Our travelling company is numerous; the horses will be extremely fatigued, and we have to fear many delays on the road." The master replied: "Then it would be better to start in three parties."
On the/th of the fifth month (June 6), 1223, he sent six of his disciples in advance, and started himself with six disciples on the i4th (June 13). He was accompanied for twenty li by the most respectable people of the place; then they got down from their horses, bowed before the master and shed tears. The master spurred on his horse and departed quickly. On the i8th the remaining five disciples set out.
Proceeding eastward, on the i6th (June 15) the master
263 Ch'ang ch'un, leaving tho place where he now sojourned, returned to China by the direct way, crossing tho great Mongolian desert in a southeastern direction, which road led him to the present Kukuklioto (Kui fvua ctt&nrj) Ho proceeded, moat probably, for tho greater part, by the same road as Elian in 1872 from the last-named place to Uliassutai, and as Fcvtsoff in 187$ from Kobdo to Kukukhoto.